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Before the arrlval of Sir Stamford Raffles in 1819 Chinese immigrants Under the Raffles Plan of Singapore, an area called Chulia Kampong Kampong Glam is an area with strong ethnic origins. The strong ties to the
had already settled in Singapore cultivating gambier and pepper. was originally a division of colonial-era Singapore where ethnic Indian Native-Malay and Muslim community and has sometimes been termed the
The establishment of a free port in Singapore and the lure of the new immigrants would reside under the plan's outline of the formation of “Muslim Quarter” due to its history. The Muslim population still remains a
opportunities here led to a growth in immigrants, especially from China. ethnic enclaves. However, as Chulia Kampong became more crowded and significant presence in Kampong Glam, especially in Bussorah Street. The
competition for land escalated, many ethnic Indians emigrants moved into area remains a centre for Muslim activities and the Sultan Mosque remains
In his 1822 Town Plan, Raffles allocated the whole area west of the what is now known as Little India. a major landmark and congregation point for the Singapore Muslims.
Singapore River, known as the “Chinese Campong” as he envisaged that
the Chinese would form the bulk of the growing number of town settlers Today ... you will still get to see and feel the vibrant “Indian community” Like Little India and Chinatown, Kampong Glam has been restored,
and grouped them into ethnic quarters for easy administration. atmosphere, even though the area is not solely an Indian neighbourhood. refurbished and new life breathed into it, bringing back the former colour
Located in the neighbourhood alongside shops that cater predominantly and vibrancy of the area. Rows of conserved shophouses can be found in
Hailing from the various provinces in China, the Chinese immigrants to the Indians are Chinese clan associations, places of worship of different Haji Lane, Arab Street, Baghdad Street and Bussorah Street.
started grouping into their dialect groups. the Cantonese occupied Temple religions, and a variety of different business ranging from electrical
Street. The Hokkiens were located in Telok Ayer Street and Hokkien Street, supplies, hardware, second-hand goods alongside traditional spice Many of these shophouses have new tenants such as design and IT
while the Teochews were settled in South Canal Road, Garden Street, grinders and grocers. firms, art galleries, crafts and curiosity shops, food caterers, cafes, bars
and Carpenter Street. Clans were established, temples were built and and restaurants. They blend in with traditional businesses like textile
businesses were formed. From delicacies to death-houses, there were The myraid of offerings in Little India are just too much for this limited and carpet shops, blacksmiths and shops selling religious items used
businessmen, traders, craftsmen, hawkers, street peddlers, and even space. But it is definitely the place to go if you want to experience all things by Muslims. It is also an area of good restaurants, from Malaysian coffee
coolies for hire. Indian at one-stop, that is Singapore’s Little India. shops and bakeries to even fine modern European dining.

Today ... Chinatown is still bustling with activities, albeit minus the gory and
illegal stuff, even as large sections of the area have been declared national
heritage sites and officially designated for conservation.
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